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2021-06-20 Annual Meeting 

1. CHALICE LIGHTING: Fern Culhane called the meeting to order at 12:15pm. 
 
2. QUORUM: There are 86 members: a quorum is 13 members. 
  
3. PARTICIPANTS: 

3.1. Attendance of Voting Members: 35 plus the Minister  
Arfaa, Anne Fulton, Sandra Jobe, Holly Pauluch, Barbara 
Boyd, Wayne Gausmann, Deb Johnstone, Peter Pollack-Johnson, Bruce 
Bradburd, Arnold (later) Geheb, Anne LaValley, Mary Pollack-Johnson, Linda 
Bradburd, Julia Grote, Annabel Lloyd-Sobolow, Bernadette Ridley, Brenda 

Bradley, Cynthia Grote, Harald Masemore, Barbara Rieser, Len 
Culhane, Carol Fern Hain, Jane McCoubrey, Catherine Soper, Ronald 
Ferron-Smith, Leslie Hain, Larry McQuate, Bridget Speirs, Louise 
Fisher, Sharon Hansell, Linda Nocella, Elisa Styer, Timothy 
Foy, Michael Hunt, Portia Owili-Eger, Anam  

 
3.2. Attendance of Friends (Non-Voting): 5 
Betts, Lela Mattson, Donna 
Cohen, Jim (later) Stevens, Craig 
Hulting, Jane  
 

4. ACTIVITIES, UPDATES AND INFORMATION BEFORE THE VOTE:  
4.1. New Member Ceremony: Jessica H and Barbara M signed the Membership Book with MS 

officiating. Welcome, welcome to you both! 
4.2. Appreciation to Shirley G (SG), Peter J (PJ), and Cynthia B (CB) for their commitment over the 

past years. Fern C asked for people to send words of appreciation to her and she will create a 
poster for each. 
“Enormous thanks to you, PJ and SG, for your wisdom, caring and capability.  You have left 
many accomplishments!” 

4.3. B&G Report: Larry H (LH) reported that renovation on the Hale Hall bathroom has been delayed 
by having to get city permits but it should begin by the end of June and the kitchenette in 
mid/late August. The duo room will be unusable during this whole timeframe. 

4.4. Finance Report: Tim S (TS) couldn’t get his audio to work properly so he sent a written report. 
 

5. ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES: 
5.1. Board of Trustees vote for two year terms except for FC who is filling BPJ’s last year : 

     Moderator: Bruce PJ (BPJ) – 2 year term 
     Assist. Moderator: FC – 1 year term 
     Secretary: Jane H (JH) – 2 year term 
     Trustees: Anne G (AG), Anam OE (AOE) – 2 year term 
LH moved that the secretary cast a unanimous ballot for the board. Harald G (HG) seconded. 
There was a voice vote with no objections. 
Decision: The vote was cast as such. FC will serve as acting Moderator while BPJ is on 
sabbatical from July to December. 
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5.2. Nominating Committee vote for two year terms: 
     Ron S (RS) 
     Brenda R (BR) 
RS voiced his appreciation that PJ actually found both AG and BR.  
HG moved to approve unanimously. Mike F (MF) seconded.  
Decision: The vote was unanimous. A board liaison will be appointed to fill the committee.  
 

6. LOOKING BACK AND FORWARD: MS offered a snapshot of the near future.  
6.1. He will be out of town for the month of July. He has made arrangements for emergency 

pastoral care during that timeframe. Worship Associates, other members, and guest UU 
ministers will fill the virtual pulpit.   

6.2. All services for the foreseeable future will be digital through August. Reassessment will happen 
closer to September when we all decide what feels comfortable to people. Technology is set up 
to do hybrid services if people wish, or if all goes well, be back in the sanctuary by September. 

6.3. General Assembly Sunday will be viewable to us at the regular service time of 11 am on Zoom 
and BoxCast.  

6.4. Jane and Jim (H&C) are offering an end-of-year outdoor ice cream social on one of two 
Sundays. This is a good opportunity to be together, outside. Please RSVP.  

6.5. JH reminded people that a service auction/FUNdraiser is available through the newsletter/web 
for some in-person activities as well as other services and items available for bid.  

6.6. It was asked if www.uurestoration.us is still the official website. It is, but if you type uumtairy 
into the search field, our website will be viewed. She stated that until the new name has 
become legal it would not be appropriate to make the new website URL ( www.uumtairy.org ) 
available publicly. We need to have a discussion as to what our new acronym should be. 

6.7. Dinners for 8th: The 8th Principle Team wishes to hold dinners in July for 10-12 either in 
Fellowship Hall or outside. The 8th Principle Team is organizing another round of these get-
togethers, at people's homes, like last time, and possibly on Zoom if there is enough interest. 
Hosts can decide whether to try to do it outside or not, but will have an indoor option if 
weather/bugs call for it. We encourage those signing up for in-person to be fully vaccinated if 
possible, and ask everyone attending in-person to bring a mask. Each group should covenant 
together about precautions. Time and Dates: Fridays in July at 6pm.  
 

7. MISSION, VISION, AND TAGLINE CONVERSATION: 
7.1. Mission: “To build Beloved Community by embracing all souls and nurturing wholeness.” 
7.2. Vision: Some new text (in red) was added to the Vision Statement since the last version. 

 
“We are a religiously diverse, LGBTQIA+ embracing, intentionally multiracial and multicultural 
Unitarian Universalist faith community.  In our congregation, we journey together in Love 
toward spiritual wholeness as we live out our 8 Principles.  We are: 

Open to everyone 

• We welcome and celebrate people of all ages, classes, colors, gender identities and 
expressions, sexual orientations, abilities, and cultural backgrounds, understanding that we 
will be enriched and changed by all who join us. 

• We value freedom of belief and lifelong growth, and welcome people of all religious and 
philosophical backgrounds, including all faith traditions as well as atheism, agnostism, and 
earth-centered spirituality. 

http://www.uurestoration.us/
http://www.uumtairy.org/
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Committed to transformative justice 

 
• We work in partnership for racial, social, and environmental justice and sustainability.  
• We act to dismantle systemic racism and other oppressions, empowering all people to 

thrive. 
 
Building Beloved Community 
 
• We commit ourselves to the ethical, moral, and spiritual growth of our young people as 

well as our entire community. 
• We share inspiration, beauty, love, and joy through music, words, movement, and play. 
• We challenge each other to continue learning and growing beyond what we are.  
• We are a caring compassionate community, respecting, nurturing, and supporting one 

another in facing the joys, sorrows, and concerns of living. 
 
Unitarian Universalism has no creed of doctrinal tests. All are welcome to join us in covenant to 
support the goals and Principles of this congregation and of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association.” 
 
Discussion: Congregants voiced personal opinions and edits. 
7.2.1. In the final bullet: change nurturing to nourishing. 
7.2.2. Under the “Open to everyone” section, add “secular humanism”. 
7.2.3. Last Statement: “no creed or doctrinal tests” is too negative.  Perhaps replace with 

“Principles and Sources” to be more positive.  
7.2.4. A congregant proposed dropping the “8th”.  

7.3. Tagline: “A spiritual community, (rooted in love,?) open to everyone and committed to 
(transformative?) justice.” 
Discussion: Congregants voiced personal opinions and edits which were collected by BPJ. There 
will be another Town Hall in the future after more feedback. 
7.3.1. Remove “open to everyone” and “transformative”. Others liked “transformative”.  

Maybe “restorative” or “systemic” instead. 
7.3.2. Welcome to everyone in spiritual love or Welcome to everyone with love. 
7.3.3. “Transformative” may be intimidating and too intellectual. 
7.3.4. An open, spiritual community rooted in love and committed to transformative justice. 
7.3.5. An open, loving, transformative, spiritual community committed to justice.  
7.3.6. An open, spiritual community rooted in love and justice”.  
7.3.7. “An open. spiritual community” is confusing. Better to use “Open to everyone”.  
7.3.8. An open, spiritual community rooted in love and committed to justice.  
7.3.9. “open to everyone” is a really important message to convey. 
7.3.10. Open to everyone and committed to justice. 
7.3.11. ‘Spiritual” needs to be in there somewhere. We’re not a library or community center.  
7.3.12. Too many words.  “Love •  Community •  Justice” on outside banner but “A spiritual 

community open to everyone and committed to justice” on letterhead etc. 
7.3.13. A hand vote was asked for “A spiritual community open to everyone and committed to 

justice”.  
Decision Unknown but apparent broad agreement.  
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7.3.14. Try different versions on people, especially our youth, to ask for understanding. 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 2:00pm.  
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jane L Hain, Secretary  


