
WISDOM FROM MANY FAITHS & PHILOSOPHIES 

Don’t Hurry.  Read to Meditate, Ponder & Remember.  Seek Out the Sources.  

 

We covenant to affirm and promote a free and responsible search for truth and 
meaning.  (Unitarian Universalist Association, Principle 4) 
 

All that the Lord requires of you is to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with God. (Old Testament, Micah 6:8) 
 

Among the signs of God’s existence are the differences of languages and 
complexions.  (Qur’an, Surah 30:22) 
 

Nothing in the world is weaker than water, but against the hard and strong, 
nothing excels it, for the soft overcomes the hard.  (Lao Tze, Tao Te Ching) 
 

Religion is the vision of something which stands beyond, behind and within the 
passing flux of immediate things and time. . . . The possession of it is the final 
good, but beyond all reach; the ultimate ideal, and the thrilling quest. (Alfred North 

Whitehead, mathematician, founder of Process Philosophy, (Process and Reality) 
 

Some people feel the rain. Others just get wet. (Bob Marley, reggae musician, Rastifarian) 
 

Make my hands respect the things you have made, God, and my ears sharp to 
hear your voice. Let me learn the lessons you have hidden in every leaf and rock.  
(Lakota, Chief Yellowlark, tribal leader) 
 

Might must not go before Right, only Right before Might.  Keep the peace and 
stay therein. Take enough and then say “halt.”  For Love, for Love, for Love, 
Amen.  (John Ball, 6 times excommunicated heretic priest, religious leader of 1381 English Revolt)  
 

If there is no struggle, there is no progress.  (Frederick Douglass, Deist Methodist, former slave, 

revolutionary, activist, political philosopher) 
 

Reply to your enemy with gentleness.  Always meet petulance with gentle words, 
and perverseness with kindness. A gentle hand can lead an elephant by a hair.  
(Zoroaster, or Zarathustra, ca. 8

th
 c BCE founder of Zoroastrianism, now called Parsee, The Gathas) 

 

What justice can damn a soul that dies unbaptized?  See how many now cry out 
“Christ! Christ!” who shall be more distant at the Judgment than many who, on 
earth, did not know Christ. (Dante Alighieri, 13-14

th
 c, Italian poet, Divine Comedy, Paradiso, Canto 19)  

 

Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.  (Martin 

Luther King, Jr., Baptist minister, activist, nonviolent Civil Rights leader) 
 

He who has two coats, let him give to him who has none; and he who has food, 
let him do likewise. (New Testament, Gospel of Luke 3:11) 
 

In Africa there is a concept known as ubuntu, the profound sense that we are 
human only through the humanity of others.  (Nelson Mandela, revolutionary, political prisoner, 

President of South Africa) 



 

Where the populace rise at once against the never-ending audacity of elected 
persons, where the citizen is the head and ideal, and President, Mayor, Governor 
and whatnot are agents for pay, where women enter the public assembly and 
take places the same as the men—there the great city stands.  (Walt Whitman, Deist 

poet, “Song of the Broad Axe,” Leaves of Grass) 
 

Make your heart humble and you will endure.  Listen and receive understanding.  
Be not eager to make hasty decisions in troubled times, for gold and silver are 
refined in fire, but humanity in the refinery of humility. (Apocrypha, Ecclesiasticus-Sirach, 2:2, 5)   
 

Into a daybreak that's wondrously clear I rise, bringing the gifts that my 
ancestors gave, I am the dream and the hope of the slave.  I rise, I rise, I rise. 
(Maya Angelou, writer, actress, activist, Civil Rights leader) 
 

With senses, mind and reason controlled, a sage can pursue liberation.  Having 
forever cast aside desire, fear and passion, liberation is attained.  The yogi to 
whom a lump of earth, a stone and gold are the same, is harmonized.  (Hindu, the 

Bhagavad-Gita from The Mahabharata) 
 

Jesus said: “Let one who seeks not stop seeking until one finds.  When one 
finds, one will be troubled.  When one is troubled, one will marvel.”  (The Gospel of 

Thomas, The Nag Hammadi Scriptures, Marvin Meyer, editor & compiler) 
 

In union there is strength. (Aesop, 7th & 6th c BCE, Fables) 
 

Beware those who are too indignantly righteous. Before long you will find them 
committing or condoning the very offenses which they have so fiercely 
censured.  (Aurobindo Ghosh, revolutionary, Hindu guru, founder of Kundalini Yoga, Letters on Yoga)                                   
 

The reward for living is the living itself.  What we need is to make a renewed 
attempt to worship the objectives of God, not our forefathers' doctrines about 
him. (Charles Hartshorne, Unitarian/Methodist/Panentheist theologian and Process philosopher, A Hundred Years 

of Thinking About God)  
 

The man runs, he passes, and it is the great cold, the cold of night, the dark. 
There is a light in the sky, the eyes are extinguished, a star shines.  The cold is 
below, the light is on high, The man has passed, the shade has vanished, the 
prisoner is free. (Anonymous, 19th c Mbuti Pygmy funeral song, Congo) 
 

What is mosque? What is synagogue? What is church? What is fire temple?. . . .  
Lift the veil and you will see how all religions are one.  (Mahmud Shabistari, 13-14th century 

Persian Sufi Muslim, “One Light,” Perfume of the Desert) 
 

The person before you is a mirror.  Look and see yourself. (Shinto Kami saying) 
 

What God is cannot be determined.  He is designated by a word signifying “no 
thing,” “nothing,” “non-being,” yet God is the archetype of all created beings.  
(From the Jewish Zohar Kabbalah, in Adolphe Franck, The Kabbalah, 1844)  
 



Whoever claims to know all the answers has not been asked all the questions.  
(Kung Fu Tze or Confucius, 6

th
 & 5

th
 c BCE Chinese philosopher, Korea’s primary religious figure, The Analects)  

 

The Lord showed me. . . that he did not dwell in temples which men had 
commanded and set up, but in people's hearts.  (George Fox, 17th c Dissenting Protestant 

minister, founder of the Quakers) 
 

You bring water to the remotest desert, and you are a sweet well for him who 
starves and thirsts. . . . You are a well that remains closed to the chatterer but 
opens to the silent.  (Anonymous song, Egypt, ca. 1000 BCE, “Hymn to Tehuti or Thoth, god of wisdom) 
 

There are always two parties, the party of the Past and the party of the Future, 
the Establishment and the Movement.  At times the resistance is reanimated, the 
schism runs under the world and appears in literature, philosophy, church, state 
and social customs. (Ralph Waldo Emerson, Unitarian Transcendentalist ,“Historic Notes”—1880) 

 

We must close our eyes and invoke a new manner of seeing, a wakefulness that 
is the birthright of us all. . . . The purification of the Soul is simply to allow it to 
be alone.  (Plotinus, pagan Greek, co-founder of Neoplatonism, The Enneads) 
 

The sea-light where you float, the glint from lifting oars, are solid earth, molded 
yellow and blue.  You see speckled salmon flash from the white sea’s womb.  
They are calves, fleecy lambs living in peace.  (Anonymous Irish ollave or bard, early Medieval 

praise song to Manannan, sea god and god of plenty, “Manannan’s Double Vision”) 
 

Great compassion is a sign of a highly realized human being.  (The 5 Wisdoms of 

Buddhism-1) 
 

The Ancestor whose stormy hide is shot with lightning and thunder, . . . my 
animal protector, I must hide that I may not break the barriers of scandal.  He is 
my faithful blood that demands fidelity, protecting my naked pride against myself 
and the scorn of luckier races.  (Leopold Senghor, activist, revolutionary, poet, President of Senegal, 

“Totem”) 
 

To be attached to any doctrine, even a Buddhist one, is to betray the Buddha. . . . 
What is important is our insight into the nature of reality and our way of 
responding to reality.  (Thich Nhat Hanh, Vietnamese Zen Buddhist teacher, Living Buddha, Living Christ) 

 

Meditation is not reflection or any other kind of discursive thinking. It is pure 
concentration: training the mind to dwell on an interior focus without wandering 
. . . . The outside world may be forgotten, but meditation is a state of intense 
inner wakefulness.  (The Upanishads, Hindu scriptures) 
 

The sky of night is like a big city where people abound, but those lights have not 
killed a fowl or goat or human.  (Anonymous, song of the Ewe of Ghana, “The Sky of Night”) 
 

Imagination is the highest form of research.  (Albert Einstein, 20th c physicist, pacifist, 

philosopher) 
 



 

Nothing that exists is remote from Love.  Allah made all things to Love. Behold 
the Friend, Incomparable Love.  He who would know the secret of both worlds 
will find that the secret of them both is Love. (Farid ud Din Attar, Sufi Muslim poet) 
 

Skylark, we see and hear you in the sky aloft, at the day’s height, when you have 
flown to worship near Him. . . . No branch of tree so high above the world 
sustains you, only the grace of God who. . . generously grants us a miracle.   
(Dafydd ap Gwilym, 14th c Wales, first modern Welsh poet, “The Skylark)  
 

Racist power is not godly.  Racist policies are not indestructible.  Racial 
inequities are not inevitable.  Racist ideas are not natural to the human mind. . . . 
Racism is not even six hundred years old. (Ibram X. Kendi, “How To Be an Antiracist”) 
 

Transient things . . . [are] a great part of what is commonly taught as religion.  An 
undue place has often been assigned to forms and doctrines, while too little 
stress has been laid on the divine life of the soul, love to God and love to man.  
(Theodore Parker, Unitarian Transcendentalist, “A Discourse on the Permanent and Transient in Christianity”—
1841)  
 

The force that drives the water through the rocks drives my red blood; that dries  
the mouthing streams turns mine to wax. And I am dumb to mouth unto my veins 
how at the mountain spring the same mouth sucks.  (Dylan Thomas, Unitarian/Pantheist 

poet, The Force That Through the Green Fuse) 
 

Partnership is life. Any entity, any process that cannot or would not be resisted 
or avoided should somehow be partnered. Partner one another. Partner diverse 
communities. , , , Partner God. Only in partnership can we thrive, grow and 
change. (Octavia Butler, novelist, Earthseed wisdom from .Parable of the Talents. Earthseed is a 21st 

century religion based on African beliefs, Buddhism, Process Theology, and other sources.  The religion is still 
growing.) 
 

One who neglects or disregards the existence of earth, air, fire, water and 
vegetation disregards his own existence which is entwined with them.  (Mahavira, 

Jain sage) math 
 

Humans judge according to changeable feelings, which are now this, now that 
. . . . Human judgment is confused, inconsistent: sometimes it is good and 
tolerant, sometimes it is harsh and difficult.  When it is good and tolerant it is 
part of God’s righteousness.  (Dame Juliane of Norwich, 14

th
 c Roman Catholic/Universalist, counselor 

to troubled people, Revelations of Divine Love) 
 

Every age has its own problems, every soul its particular aspirations. The 
remedy the world needs in its present-day afflictions can never be the same as 
that which a subsequent age may require. Be anxiously concerned with the 
needs of the age you live in and center your deliberations on its exigencies and 
requirements.  (Bahá'u'lláh, 19th c Persian syncretist reformer, founder of Bah’a’I religion) 


